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Chapter 4 would involve the integration of the management systems
that are called for in the act, the metropolitan long-range plan, and
state implementation plans (SIPs). This is the point at which the process
changes from a top-down to a bottom-up process. Once the policy
issues and alternative strategies are laid out, MPOs should develop the
specifics of their plan consistent with the statewide policies and perfor-
mance objectives and add policies that are unique to that metropolitan
area. That would be the basis for developing a metropolitan long-range
plan. Inputs would include the management systems, and with the
requirements in the Clean Air Act Amendments, planners should also
consider what to include in SIPs.

Participants agreed that when the SIP, the management systems, and
the metropolitan long-range plan were completed, they would then be
resubmitted to the state, where they would be synthesized into the STP.

The individual components and the components as a whole would be
evaluated to ensure that the policies and the performance goals are
consistent. If a situation were to occur in which each individual area
may, indeed, have been true to those policies and objectives, but they
did not fit when they all came together, there would be an iterative
process in which the state and MPOs would go back and forth until the
statewide results, as well as the results desired within each of the
metropolitan areas, were achieved.

One concern that emerged was the integration of the National High-
way System (NHS) into the planning process and the emerging plan-
ning partnership. The NHS development process is well under way, but
has not included all the partners who are vital to a healthy planning
process. Workshops have already been held around the nation to kick
off the designation process. The concern is that the development of
state plans will occur after the development of the NHS and that the
new partners will be brought in for plan development but not for NHS
development. The development of the NHS is too integral to state
planning efforts to receive so little attention or public participation.

The functional classification .component of designating the NHS
must include the partners in the development of the criteria by which
state officials eventually decide what should and should not be included
in the NHS.

The group was fortunate to include an individual who then has to
present the state long-range plan to the governor and the legislature for
approval. The fifth chapter in the process would involve formation of
an adoption strategy to identify specific actions to be taken to ensure a